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Proclamations Proc. 7150

and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7150 of November 20, 1998

World Fisheries Day, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
As a coastal Nation, America has a proud fishing heritage, and we have
long benefited from the bounty of the oceans. Generations of our people
have made their living from the sea, fishing for cod off the rocky coast of
New England, shrimp in the Gulf of Mexico, or Pacific salmon along the
West Coast and Alaska. In this Year of the Ocean, it is fitting that we set
aside a special day to celebrate one of our Nation’s oldest industries and
the source of so much of our sustenance.

World Fisheries Day is not only an occasion for celebration, it is also a
time to raise awareness of the plight of so many of the world’s fish re-
sources. A recent United Nations study reported that more than two-thirds
of the world’s fisheries have been overfished or are fully harvested and
more than one third are in a state of decline because of factors like the loss
of essential fish habitats, pollution, and global warming.

My Administration is committed to restoring our marine resources and pre-
serving their diversity through careful stewardship. At the National Oceans
Conference in June of this year, I announced our goal of creating sustain-
able fisheries and rebuilding fish stocks by working with industry to im-
prove fishing practices and technologies that catch only targeted species,
devoting additional resources to fisheries research, and protecting essential
fish habitats. We have also launched the Clean Water Action Plan that,
among other things, reduces the runoff from farms and city streets that flow
into our streams, rivers, and oceans.

While these efforts are important, the United States acting alone cannot
preserve the health of the world’s oceans and their marine life. It will take
concerted international action—both at the government level and from fish
harvesters, workers, and consumers themselves—and a commitment to sci-
entifically based fishing limits to rebuild the world’s fisheries and ensure
that future generations will benefit from their abundance.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Saturday, November 21, 1998, as World Fish-
eries Day. I call upon Government officials, fishing industry professionals,
scientists, environmental experts, and the people of the United States to ob-
serve this day and to recognize the importance of conserving the world’s
fisheries, sustaining the health of the oceans, and protecting their precious
and abundant variety of marine life.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day
of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight,
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and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7151 of November 20, 1998

National Family Caregivers Week, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As American families enjoy Thanksgiving this year, millions of aging par-
ents and grandparents or relatives with disabilities will be able to join
these celebrations because of the loving support of family caregivers. Each
day these generous women and men devote their time and energies to care
for family members who can no longer live independently or who need as-
sistance to remain in the familiar surroundings of their own homes.

The need for such caregivers in our Nation is growing. We are blessed to
live in a time when medicine and technology have helped us live longer;
as a result, people 85 years of age and older constitute America’s fastest-
growing age group. For these older Americans, however, the blessing of
longevity also brings with it an increased likelihood of disability and
chronic disease, reduced physical and mental agility, and higher risk of in-
jury or illness—all of which create a greater need for care.

Families across our country have quickly responded to this need, but often
at great financial, physical, and emotional sacrifice. Family members, work-
ing without pay, are the major providers of long-term care in the United
States, and half of all caregivers today are over the age of 65 and are often
themselves in declining health. Women, who tend to be the primary family
caregivers in our society, often must juggle full-time work and family
schedules with their caregiving responsibilities.

The contributions that family caregivers make to our society are best
gauged by the impact they have in improving the quality of life of the fam-
ily members for whom they care. Thanks to family caregivers, those they
serve retain a measure of independence, remain with friends and relatives,
and continue making contributions to our Nation.

This week, as we celebrate Thanksgiving and reflect with gratitude on our
many blessings, let us remember to give thanks for the family caregivers
among us whose love and care make life brighter for so many and whose
dedication and generosity contribute so much to the strength and well-
being of our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 22
through November 28, 1998, as National Family Caregivers Week. I call
upon Government officials, businesses, communities, educators, volunteers,
and the people of the United States to pay tribute to and acknowledge the
heroic efforts of caregivers this special week and throughout the year.
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